
Grading Process for Mr. Peddicord's 7th Grade Math 
 
During this school year my math classes will be using a grading process that is designed 
to give students more directed feedback about specific learning objectives.  Students will 
know the areas that they have performed well in and areas that need improvement.  The 
following will outline how this grading system operates and what students can expect. 
 

1. For each unit students will receive a list of learning targets that are written in 
student friendly language.  These targets specify what students need to know, be 
able to do with what they know, and demonstrate.  Lessons will focus on these 
learning targets and students will know the learning target that the activity/lesson 
addresses.  Students will be assessed throughout the unit to see how they are 
doing on their targets.  This information will provide feedback to the teacher and 
student on the progress being made and where to go next. 

 
2. At the end of each unit students will be assessed on their understanding of the 

learning targets.  Each unit assessment will be planned out so that each target is 
assessed an appropriate amount and in an appropriate way.  The assessment will 
be scored and students will receive a report indicating their performance on each 
of the learning targets.   The total points they earn divided by the total points 
possible will then determine the student's grade for the unit. 

 
3. After receiving feedback on their performance students will have the opportunity 

(about a week later) to take a second assessment. The second opportunity will 
allow students to demonstrate if there has been an improvement in their 
understanding of individual learning targets they initially struggled with.  If 
students show an improvement on their learning target performance, their grade 
will go up accordingly.  If they do not show an improvement their grade remains 
the same.  There is no penalty for taking longer to demonstrate competency of a 
learning target. 

 
4. A student who still does not demonstrate acceptable understanding can request 

additional help on that target from the teacher.  They are allowed to check their 
current understanding at ANY point in the school year and may choose to take 
another assessment to demonstrate their understanding.  Students can show 
understanding of a learning target at any time following the initial assessment.  
Even if it takes 5 months to grasp the learning target, they can do that and 
improve their performance if they show that they have mastered it.  Whenever this 
occurs the student's score on the target will be changed to reflect this new 
understanding and their grade will improve accordingly. 

 
This grading process allows students to have ownership of their grades.  Rather than 
receiving a grade of 80% B on an assessment, they will know specifically which topics 
they know and which need more work.  My main focus is that students master the content 
contained within 7th grade math.  If it takes them one week, three weeks or 2 months to 
master a concept it doesn't matter, just that they do so.  Students always have the 



opportunity to know what they don't know, what they need to improve and how to 
improve it.  It's never too late to learn something! 
 
If you have any questions, or would like further clarification on my grading practices 
please feel free to email me or call me at school. 
 
Thank you, 
Mr. Peddicord 
andrew.peddicord@montgomery.kyschools.us  


